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Gujarat Gaining the Business Edge through English provision

As the economic boom in India continues, competition increases for a share of international
investment. English is widely seen as the international language of business, and it is more and
more important for companies’ employees in India to have language skills to ensure they are
competitive in the international market. Many students and professionals in India have good

technical skills but lack the relevant level of English language and struggle in the job market.

In response to this need for improved English, the state government in Gujarat has established
an initiative to raise the level of English among students and the workforce. The Society for the
Creation of Opportunities through Proficiency in English (SCOPE) is a specially formed body and
is working with Cambridge ESOL on the project. Cambridge ESOL has developed a new test for
SCOPE, called the Gujarat English Language Test, to assess ability related to the lower range of
levels set outin the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). The
CEFR aims to clearly set out levels of proficiency for language learners and are widely

understood and recognised by international employers.

Tests are being subsidised by the Gujarat state government and are available to all members of
the public. The first tests took place in October and results were encouraging. Almost 50% of the
candidates reached the highest CEFR level within the range available on the test. Learning

centres have been set up across the state to give people access to the courses.

There will also be opportunity to take a higher level qualification on completing the course, the
Cambridge ESOL Business Language Testing Service (BULATS).

Notes to Editors:

About IELTS:



IELTS measures ability to communicate in English across all four language skills — listening,
reading, writing and speaking — for people who intend to study or work where English is the

language of communication.

Since 1989, IELTS has been proven and trusted worldwide to provide a secure, global,
authentic and customer-focused test which measures true to life ability to communicate in
English. Close to 5,000 education institutions, faculties, government agencies and professional
organisations around the world recognise IELTS scores as a trusted and valid indicator of ability

to communicate in English.

Over 930,000 people a year are now using IELTS to open doors throughout the English-
speaking world and beyond. The test is taken every year across 120 countries, and is one of
the fastest growing English language tests in the world, and sets the standard in integrity,

research and innovation.

Media Enquiries:

Jenny Stopher
Stopher.j@cambridgeesol.org
Media Relations Officer

Tel: +44 1223 552665



